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i. C - ENTIRE TEXT. 

2 SUHHARYJ A TASS STATEMENT ON AFGHANISTAN 

ucui""! h2s repeated Hoscoa's ^?^|«JS E | ITM S? AM 

n M | 52o OTHER <MNA*E0> COUNTRIES TO CREATE THE ^ 
^ECESSARY CONDITIONS; THE TASS PIECE LAMENTED THAT 
4111 p5«RS 5 DEHAVla AS IF THEY HANTSO SOVIET TROOPS 
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CALLED ON THE U.S. ANO AFGHANISTAN'S NEIGHBORS TO 
DEMONSTRATE "WITH OEEOS RATHER THAN WORDS" THE DESIRE TO 
REDUCE TENSIONS "AROUND AFGHANISTAN." END SUMMARY. 

3. TASS ALSO NOTED THAT ATTEMPTS BY THE U t S. AND NATO 
TO LINK RELATIONS TO THE "AFGHAN PROBLEM" EVOKEO 
-SURPRISE AND CENSURE." IT SAID THE USSR WOULD NOT 
CHANGE ITS ATTITUDE AND WOULD DO ITS INTERNATIONALIST 
DUTY "TO THE END" TO DEFEND AFGHANISTAN PROM ARMED 
FOREIGN INTERVENTION, 

<4. IN EXPRESSING WILLINGNESS TO REACH A POLITICAL 
SETTLEMENT, THE STATEMENT REPEATED SOVIET BACKING FOR 
THE ORA'S PROPOSALS OF MAY I960 ANO AUGUST 1901. AT 
THE SAME TIME* IT SAID THE UN-SPONSORED INOIRECT TALKS 
MAY RESULT IN "OUALITATIVE PROGRESS*- BUT SAID IT HAS 
NECESSARY TO CONDUCT SERIOUS TALKS KITH THE DRA. 

5. THE TASS ITEM SOUNOEO A DEFENSIVE NOTE ON 
ALLEGATIONS OF CHEMICAL WEAPONS USE* LABELING SUCH 
CHARGES "DELIBERATE SLANDER." IT CALLED STATEMENTS 
BY THE U.S. ADMINISTRATION ABOUT SOVIET INTENTIONS 
IN ASIA AND THE MIODLE EAST "ABSURD" ANO "DIRTY 
POLITICAL SPECULATION. " 

6. COMMENT? THE TASS STATEMENT* CARRIEO THE NEXT OAT 
IN THE CENTRAL PRESS, STRIKES US AS MARGINALLY SOFTER 
ANO SOMEWHAT MORE OEFENSIVE THAN THE HARD-LINE PRAVOA 
EDITORIAL DECEMBER U (REFTEL). FOR EXAMPLE, TASS 
FAILED TO REPEAT PRAVOA'S THREAT OF "HOT PURSUIT" OF 
AFGHAN GUERRILLAS. IN TERMS OF CONTENT* HOWEVER. WE 
SEE NOTHING NEW* MAJOR* OR SIGNIFICANT. INSTEAD, THE 
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STATEMENT SEE^S GEAREO TO MOSCOW'S CURRENT MEOIA 8LITZ 
ON AFGHANISTAN. 

7. FOR KABUL*. MINIMIZE CONSIDERED. HARTHAN 



0NFY0EN , TiAt 



• •«• * • • •• •• • ••• • €•• «• 

• • • • • «• • ••• •• •• 



CWIOfNTIJIl 



cokfiocmts*!. 



• ••• 




» • 


• • 

• 




# 


* 


J .*. 


• • 










• 


• «• 






• 




i • • 


• •• 


• •• « 


1 • 
> * 


• 
• 










• 4 


► 9 9 


• ••• 


• • •• « 


» O* 


• • 


• 






* • 


• • 


► • » 



eoanomsAi 



